INSIDE  N.l. 

MEMBERSHIP  CHAIRMAN'S  REPORT 

December  1976  Applications  for  Membership:  The  following  persons 

have  applied  for  membership.  If  no  written  objections  are  received 
by  February  1,  1977;  their  membership  will  become  effective  that  date. 
(MT  = Will  Trade  by  Mail) 

1295- MT  Dean  M.  Ryder,  93  Buell  St.,  Burlington,  Vt.  05401 

Tokens,  Canadian  Maritime,  British  Commonwealth 

1296- MT  Robert  A.  Weimer,  IO3OI-E  Malcolm  Circle,  Cockeyville,  Md. 

21030  — (Roman  Republic,  Imperial,  Byzantine) 

1297 - MT  J.  Mario  Odor,  Macuarima-52,  St.  Cruz,  Aruba,  Neth.  Antilles 

(World  Types) 

1298- Mr  Dr.  Felix  D.  Bertalanffy,  836  Lindsay  St.,  Wimmipeg,  Manitoba 

Canada  R3N  1S8  — (Primarily  Philatelist,  Japan  and  Japanese 
Occupations.  Historical  aspects  of  paper  money,  coins 
and  medals . ) 

Regular  Membership  Converted  to  Life  Membership: 

LM-6  George  E.  Linden,  Jr.,  P.  0.  Box  96,  Siletz,  Oregon  97380 
(913-MT)  (Crowns  Under  40mm,  Large  Pennies) 

Deceased: 


153  Cora  Dulaney,  6023  Momingside,  Dallas,  Texas  75206 

(World  Types,  Canadian)  (Died  10/ 10/76) 


DONATIONS  REPORT 


We  wish  to  acknowledge  the  following  donations  received  since  the 
last  report: 

Donation  and 

Name  Stated  Value  Preference  of  Use 


Abart,  Gerda 
Abart,  Rolland  L. 

Aid,  C . Toney 
Anderson,  William  E. 
Annonymous 
Bassett,  George  R. 
Benson,  William  E. 
Bertolini,  Ernest  E. 
Block,  David 
Block,  David 
Bresticker,  Stanley 
Bullington,  Neal  R. 
Conway,  Francis,  Rev. 
Cornell,  Shane 
Davenport,  John 
Diracles,  James  C. 


$10.00  Cash 
$10.00  Cash 
$3-00  Cash 
$10.00  Cash 
253  Coins  ($400.40) 
$3.00  Cash 
$13.69  Cash 
$3.00  Cash 
$6.50  Cash 
$18.50  Cash 
$3.00  Cash 
143  Coins  (NVS) 
$3.00  Cash 
$10.00  Cash 
$100.00  Cash 
$6.20  Cash 
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NI  Bulletin  Fund 
NI  Library  Fund 
General  Operating  Fund 
General  Operating  Fund 
NI  Reference  Collection 
General  Operating  Fund 
General  Operating  Fund 
General  Operating  Fund 
NI  Bulletin  Fund 
NI  Library  Fund 
General  Operating  Fund 
NI  Reference  Collection 
General  Operating  Fund 
NI  Library  Fund 
NI  Library  Fund 
General  Operating  Fund 


Name 

Drost,  Fred 
Ebert,  E.  D. 

Edwards,  Kary  T . 
Eisen,  Stuart  T. 
Frank,  Raymond  B . 
Gregory,  Darwin  E. 
Griswold,  Edward  C . 
Heaton,  Charles 
Hipkins,  Jack  W. 
Hipkins,  Jack  W. 
Hubbard,  Clyde 
Jarman,  Gordon,  Jr. 
KLeckner,  Donald  S. 
Koontz,  L.  Donald 
Kraneveld,  Peter 
Loch,  Robert 
Makowski,  Roland  H. 
McDonald,  William  H. 
Panish,  Charles  K. 
Schecter,  David 
Semans,  Scott 
Snell,  Lester  D. 
Spengler,  William 
Thannisch,  G.  D. 
v.d.Voort,  Matthew 
Weitzel,  L.  R. 


Donation  and 
Stated  Value 

$2.00  Cash 
$3.00  Cash 
$10.00  Cash 
$3.50  Cash 
$8.00  Cash 
$3.00  Cash 
$3*00  Cash 
$3.00  Cash 
$1.00  Cash 
$2.00  Cash 
$1.50  Cash 
$10.00  Cash 
$3.00  Cash 
$3.00  Cash 
74  Coins  (NVS) 
$3.00  Cash 
$3-00  Cash 
$1.50  Cash 
$3.00  Cash 
$10.00  Cash 
$3.00  Cash 
$10.00  Cash 
$8.00  Cash 
60  Coins  ($110.25) 
3 Coins  (NVS) 
$5-00  Cash 


Preference  of  Use 

General  Operating  Fund 
General  Operating  Fund 
NI  Bulletin  Fund 
General  Operating  Fund 
NI  Bulletin  Fund 
General  Operating  Fund 
NI  Library  Fund 
General  Operating  Fund 
NI  Library  Fund 
NI  Bulletin  Fund 
General  Operating  Fund 
General  Operating  Fund 
General  Operating  Fund 
General  Operating  Fund 
NI  Reference  Collection 
NI  Bulletin  Fund 
NI  Library  Fund 
General  Operating  Fund 
General  Operating  Fund 
NI  Bulletin  Fund 
General  Operating  Fund 
General  Operating  Fund 
General  Operating  Fund 
NI  Reference  Collection 
NI  Reference  Collection 
General  Operating  Fund 


(NVS  = No  Value  Stated  by  donor) 


Total  donations  reported  during  the  calendar  year  1976: 


Cash  Donations  $ 638*64 

Coins  donated  to  NI  Reference  Collection  - 3704: 

1459  coins  with  no  value  claimed.  NVS 

2245  coins  with  value  claimed.  4,267*44 

Special  NI  Bulletin  June  Issue  Fund  100.00 

Special  Fund  to  Ship  Library  to  Colebrook,  N.  H.  121.89 


Total  Donations  (Cash  and  Materials)  $5,127*97 


(Note:  NI  Reference  Collection  also  received  7 banknotes  on 

which  no  value  was  claimed.) 


LIBRARIAN'S  REPORT 

I.  Acknowledgement  is  noted  below  to  members  who  have  kindly  donated 
material  to  the  NI  Library: 

Dr.  John  S.  Davenport 

German  Secular  Talers  1600-1700;  by  Dr.  John  S.  Davenport, 
published  1976,  588  pp.,  illus.  See  elsewhere  in  this  issue 
for  a review  of  this  new  and  important  work. 

Kary  T . Edwards 

Corean  Coin  Charms  and  Amulets,  by  H.  A.  Ramsden.  Pub.  1910, 
reprinted  1963 . hO  pp.,  illus.  and  plates.  Drawings  well 
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executed  and  photographs  clear.  Should  be  of  interest  to 
collectors  of  this  series. 

Stuart  T.  Eisen 

Bibliography  of  Indian  Coins,  Part  1,  (Non -Muhammadan  Series), 
by  C.  R.  Singhal.  Pub.  1950;  163  PP- 

Richard  Hanscom 

The  Guidebook  & Catalogue  of  British  Commonwealth  Coins  1798- 
1967;  by  Jerome  Remick  & Somer  James.  This  is  the  first 
volume,  published  in  1967  - 

Granvyl  G.  Hulse,  Jr. 

The  British  Commonwealth  of  Nations  to  the  End  of  the  Reign 
of  George  VI,  1952,  Part  2.  Asian  Territories,  by  Fred  Pridmore. 

Dr.  John  A.  Muscalus 

Paper  Money  in  Sheets,  by  Dr.  John  A.  Muscalus.  Published 
19^9,  10o  pp.,  illus. 

Transportation  Currency:  Bank  Notes  & Script  Representative 

of  Fourty-five  Varieties  of  Transportation  Companies,  1777- 
1900 * s,  by  Dr.  John  A.  Muscalus.  Published  1974,  17  PP*; 
illus. 

Both  of  the  above  books  are  concerned  with  American  currency. 

The  above  and  all  other  references  previously  published  in  these 
reports,  and  in  the  1976  Edition  of  the  NI  Library  List,  are 
available  for  30-day  loan  periods. 

II.  Please  make  the  following  corrections  to  the  1976  NI  Library 
List. 


Under  "ANCIENT":  After  "Duyts,  F.  Den",  correct  the  title  to 

read  "LES  ANCIENNES  MONNAIES " . 

Under  "EUROPE",  first  entry  for  "Dietzel,  Heinz",  the  title 
should  be  expanded  to  read  "DIE  MUNZEN  DER  SCHWEIZ  (A3  1849); 
DIE  MUNZEN  LIECHTENSTEINS  (AB  1859)". 

III.  The  Library  receives  the  ANA,  ANS,  SIN,  ONS,  SON,  and  TNA 
bulletins  and  papers  but  also  would  like  to  look  at  what  else  is 
published  in  the  collecting  fraternity.  If  you  have  an  extra  copy 
of  another  organization's  publication  that  you  would  part  with, 
regardless  of  the  country  or  language  of  origin,  please  send  it  to 
the  Library. 

TV.  The  Library  has  several  extra  copies  of  the  Whitman  Numismatic 
Journal  which  we  will  sell  to  NI  members  at  .50  cents  per  issue. 

This  offer  is  restricted  to  one  copy  of  each  date  per  member.  Those 
interested,  please  write  specifying  dates.  If  they  are  available, 
we  will  bill  you  with  the  shipment. 

V.  Titles  very  often  do  not  tell  the  whole  story  of  the  book  con- 
tents. When  in  doubt,  please  let  the  Library  know  the  topic  you 
are  interested  in  and  we  will  see  what  we  can  come  up  with  from  our 
subject  files. 


Granvyl  G.  Hulse,  Jr.,  Librarian 
30  Pleasant  St. 

, Colebrook,  N.  H.  03576 
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LETTERS  TO  THE  EDITOR 


Discusses  inaccuracies  in  "Islamic  Calendars",  RIB,  September,  1976 

The  article  by  Mr.  Campbell  on  Islamic  Calendars,  NI  Bulletin, 
September  1976,  unfortunately  contains  some  inaccuracies  which  might 
be  misleading  for  persons  not  very  vamiliar  with  Islamic  numismatics, 
for  whom  it  is  intended. 

To  a certain  extent,  this  is  explained  by  the  special  attention 
given  in  the  article  to  the  Turkish  language,  to  Turkish  and  Otto- 
man coins  and  to  coins  from  Moslem  countries  further  east,  using 
the  Arabic  alphabet  but  having  their  own  language  and  culture  and 
which  adopted  dating  systems  which  are  not  used  in  the  majority  of 
Islamic  countries.  This  approach  obviously  reflects  the  interest 
and  experience  of  the  author  and  I shall  therefore  limit  my  remarks 
to  some  of  the  points  showing  a more  evident  lack  of  precision. 

It  is  stated  on  page  306  that  Turkish  forms  are  used  since  Arabic 
has  no  western  equivalents,  but  system  of  transliteration  do  exist 
and  when  writing  in  English  it  would  be  preferable  to  use  those 
generally  used  for  this  language  and  given  in  standard  reference 
books.  It  is  in  fact  surprising  to  see  "Hicra"  and  "Ramazan"  in- 
stead of  the  more  familiar  and  more  accurate  Hijrah,  or  Hegira,  and 
Ramadhan,  or  Ramadan.  One  would  in  fact  need  to  know  the  phonetic 
value  and  Arabic  equivalents  of  the  Turkish  alphabet  and  especially 
of  letters  such  as  c,  9,  s,  9,  v,  and  z in  order  to  make  sense  of 
the  transliterations  of  common  Arabic  words  given  in  the  article. 

On  the  same  page  3 06,  the  illustration  does  not  show  the  "Arabic 
and  Kufic  equivalents  of  the  western  numerals"  as  indicated  in  the 
Key,  but  an  alphabetic  numeral  system  with  the  "numeral  value"  given 
to  alphabet  letters.  Such  systems  have  been  used  with  other  alpha- 
bets as  well,  e.g.  Greek  and  Hebrew.  The  one  reproduced  is  one  of 
the  two  using  Arabic  letters,  the  "Ab jad"  system  ( "Eoced"  in  Turk- 
ish, as  indicated  in  the  legend),  its  name  coming  from  the  name  of 
the  first  four  letters  of  the  arrangement  used.  This  system  as  well 
as  the  other,  or  "Abtas"  system,  have  seldom  been  used  on  "Arab" 
coins,  and  only  on  some  coins  of  the  eastern  dynasties.  Further- 
more, in  the  same  illustration,  the  examples  of  numerals  given  in 
the  lower  left  comer  are  not  the  forms  most  commonly  encountered, 
especially  for  5 and  6. 

On  page  3O3,  the  examples  of  Kufic  and  of  Naskhi,  apart  from  being 
poorly  written,  have  been  transposed,  and  it  is  the  one  on  the 
right  side  which  is  closer  to  Kufic.  (Ed.:  Probably  my  mistake 

in  pasting  into  the  text.) 

On  the  illustration  on  page  305,  the  two  versions  given  for  the 
written  equivalents  of  the  numbers  from  20  to  900  are  just  varia- 
tions of  a same  calligraphic  style  similar  to  Kufic  and  not,  as 
stated  in  the  text,  one  Kufic  and  the  other  one  a later  undetermined 
"medieval  Arabic". 

A different  type  of  error  has  occurred  in  the  illustration  on  page 
301  which  reproduces  two  Iranian  banknotes,  the  top  one  200  rials 
and  the  bottom  one  20  rials,  while  in  the  text  they  are  discussed  - 
in  connection  with  two  different  points  - as  if  they  were  the  same 
one . 

Finally,  the  last  paragraph  in  Mr.  Campbell's  article  is  also  some- 
what confusing.  Our  "western"  numerals  are  in  fact  derived  from 
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Arabic  or  - to  be  more  precise  - from  Hindu-Arabic  numerals  which 
originated  in  India.  The  reason  why  different  symbols  are  used  for 
the  zero  in  "western"  languages  and  in  Arabic  can  be  traced  back 
to  the  fact  that  when  the  Hindus  developed  the  concept  of  "zero" 
they  used  from  the  start  either  a dot  or  a small  circle  to  re- 
present it.  And  of  course,  although  there  is  a Latin  alphabet  and 
there  are  Latin  languages,  there  are  no  Latin  numerals  and  the 
author  meantRoman  instead. 


Dr.  M.  L.  Tarizzo 
Commugny,  Switzerland 


(Ed.:  In  the  interest  of  giving  "equal  time",  and  to  make  sure  any 

inaccuracies  are  corrected  properly,  below  is  the  reply  of  the 
author  of  "Islamic  Calendars"  to  Dr.  Tarizzo.) 

Replies  to  Dr.  M.  L.  Tarizzo 's  comments  on  "Islamic  Calendars" 

Points  of  Dr.  Tarizzo 's  letter  are  well  taken.  I am  sorry  the 
Kufic  and  the  Naski  were  transposed.  I should  have  caught  this  in 
reading  the  proofs  Mr.  Fraley  sent  me. 

Yes,  I was  writing  about  the  200  rial  note,  on  which  my  article  was 
based,  as  it  was  the  first  of  which  I received  notice.  I had  only 
a reverse  side  of  the  20  rials  for  illustration.  Since  one  clearly 
has  200  and  the  other  20,  it  did  not  occur  to  me  that  any  collector 
would  be  confused.  I believe  other  denominations  have  since  been 
issued  as  well,  but  I have  not  seen  them. 

As  my  Honors  M.A.  (St.  Andrews)  has  a minor  in  Latin,  and  I am  still, 
technically,  a lecturer  in  Classics  at  the  University,  I am  well 
aware  of  the  difference  between  "Latin"  and  "Roman".  Why,  inadvert- 
ently, I should  have  used  the  word  "Latin",  I have  no  idea.  I am 
sorry  if  it  has  confused  anyone. 

The  tables  given  on  pps.  305/6  are  Bay  Butak's.  As  he  knew  both 
Arabic  and  Ottoman  Turkish  (he  belonged  to  the  old  generation),  I 
merely  reproduced  his  tables. 

I did  not  include  the  Hindu-Arabic  explanation  of  Western  numerals 
as  the  article  tended  to  be  too  long.  Moreover,  I thought  the  re- 
lationship to  Arabic  to  be  sufficient  since  I was  dealing  with 
Islam.  For  the  same  reason  I left  out  the  table  of  Turkish-English 
equivalents  ( §t  = sh  etc.)  as  I have  given  them  before.  The  table 
was  in  my  original  draft. 

As  Dr.  Tarizzo  suggests,  my  background  is  modem  Turkey.  I am  pain- 
fully aware  of  the  transliteration  systems  for  Arabic,  etc . But 
the  intent  of  my  statement  still  stands.  Modern  Turkish  was  in- 
tended as  a European  style  alphabet  to  stand  for,  reproduce,  be 
equivalent  to,  the  old  Ottoman  script.  To  my  knowledge  there  is 
none  such  for  any  other  Islamic  script,  i.e.  Persian,  Arabic,  etc. 

A good  time  ago,  Dr.  Michael  Bates  (who  disapproves  of  my  practice) 
was  good  enough  to  send  me  a government  pamphlet  on  the  standard, 
Library  of  Congress,  library  approach  to  that  question.  I have  not 
been  dealing  with  coins  for  more  than  40  years  without  being  aware 
of  the  various  transliterative  systems  used.  Thus  the  British 
Museum  Islamic  catalogues  use  "Seljook,  Noor-ed-Deen  Mahmood,  Kay- 
Kushroo  etc."  To  me  these  look  appalling.  Since  there  is  a modem 
Turkish,  European  style  equivalent,  which  one  can  use  whether  one 
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be  Russian,  Chinese,  Italian  or  British,  I am  afraid  nothing  will 
ever  persuade  me  to  see  any  point  in  using  anything  else  when  using 
proper  names;  the  more  so  if  they  are  connected  with  Turkish  history. 

If  one  is  transliterating  the  legend(s)  on  a coin,  that  is  another 
matter.  I realize  I am  in  a minority,  as  are  all  Turks,  and  I also 
realize  many  Islamic  scholars  consider  modern  Turkish  inaccurate 
phonetically.  Admittedly  it  was  created  in  a hurry,  but  it  was 
meant  to  be  viable.  Both  Adnan  Bey  and  Halide  Edip  honored  me  with 
their  friendship.  I do  remember  them  saying,  on  one  occasion,  that 
time  might  produce  some  slight  modifications.  They  were  scholars 
of  some  repute.  I am  not  a linguist,  but  in  all  my  years  in  Turkey, 

I cannot  say  I ever  caught  "Mehmed"  rather  than  "Mehmet" . At  least 
hO  "Mehmets"  went  through  my  hands  educationally,  as  well  as  "Resats, 
Murats  and  Nurettins". 


There  is  a good  deal  more  I might  say,  but  I wish  to  avoid  length, 
or  a controversy.  I thank  Dr.  Tarizzo  for  his  comments. 

Sincerely,  I.C.G.C.  October  28,  1976.  "Yasasin  Cumhuriyeti" . 


NEW  ISSUES  WITH  ASSIGNED  YEOMAN  NUMBERS  (Continued  from  page  398): 
ISRAEL 

*Y80  10  Pounds  1976,  .500  Silver  (34mm),  Chanukah  1976 

MALAYSIA 

*Yl4  200  Ringgit  1976,  .900  Gold,  ca„  25mm  (l4-sided  planchet) 

Y15  1 Ringgit  1976,  Cup ro -Nickel  ( 33 - 3mm) 

*Y16  25  Ringgit  1976,  .925  Silver  (42mm) 

*Y17  250  Ringgit  1976,  -900  Gold  (26.16mm) 

(Y15-17'-  25th  Anniversary  of  Employee  Provident  Fund) 

MALTA 

*Y39b  25  Cents  1976,  Cupro-Nickel 

(Note:  Contrary  to  previous  reports,  the  1975  issue  con- 

sists of  brass  uncirculated  and  bronze  proof  pieces.  The 
1976  striking  in  proof  has  been  announced  as  cupro-nickel, 
made  as  part  of  a proof  set  prepared  by  the  Franklin  Mint.) 


NICARAGUA 

YA26  10  Centavos  1974,  Aluminum  (20mm) 
PHILIPPINES 

*Y64  50  Piso  1976,  .925  Silver  (40mm) 

*Y65  1500  Piso  1976,  -9167  Gold  (27mm) 

(Y64-65:  International  Monetary  Fund  1976) 

SYRIA 

Y36  5 Ghirsh  1974,  Brass  (19mm) 

Y37  10  Ghirsh  1974,  Brass  (21mm) 

Y38  25  Ghirsh  1974,  Nickel  (20mm) 

Y39  50  Ghirsh  1974,  Nickel  (23.5mm) 

YUGOSLAVIA 

YA47  10  Dinara  1976,  Cupro-Nickel  (30rnm) 

ZAMBIA 

*Y17  1 Kwacha  1974,  Silver  (38.5mm) 

10th  Anniversary  of  Independence 

404 


THE  1972  EAST  GERMAN 
BRAHMS  COMMEMOR- 
ATIVE (Continued) 

by  Luther  Noss,  New  Haven,  Connecticut,  NI  #1276 


Numismatic  errors  over  the  centuries  have  comprised  an  enormous 
variety  of  mishaps,  but  it  is  highly  probable  that  the  astonishing 
slip  to  be  seen  on  the  5 -Mark  coin  issued  by  East  Germany  in  1972 
to  commemorate  the  75th  anniversary  of  the  death  of  the  great  German 
composer  Johannes  Brahms  is  unique.  The  NI  Bulletin  was  commendably 
prompt  in  calling  attention  to  it  through  the  publication  in  its 
January,  1973  issue  of  a brief  description  submitted  by  Mr.  Klaus 
Persing  of  the  German  Democratic  Republic.  This  present  supplement- 
ary account  is  prompted  by  the  fact  that  many  of  the  more  recent 
members  of  Numismatics  International  (Nl)  may  not  have  seen  Mr. 
Persing’ s report  and  also  that  they  might  be  interested  in  learning 
a bit  more  about  the  coin,  for  it  continues  to  be  marketed  with 
never  any  reference  to  its  oddity.  (The  writer  obtained  his  speci- 
men only  a few  months  ago  completely  unaware  of  what  he  would  find, 
for  he  had  not  seen  Mr.  Persing' s 1973  article  nor  any  other  refer- 
ence to  it.) 

The  error  would  appear  to  be  harmless  enough  --  one  note  out  of  the 
four  engraved  on  the  musical  staff  shown  on  the  obverse  is  incorrect 
by  only  one  scale  step.  However,  these  four  notes  are  intended  to 
depict  one  of  the  most  famous  themes  in  all  of  the  symphonic  orches- 
tral literature,  known  to  music  lovers  the  world  over.  Consequently, 
the  slip  is  shockingly  conspicuous.  Imagine,  for  example,  a U.S. 
coin  commemorating  Patrick  Henry  and  bearing  the  inscription  "Give 
me  Liberty  or  give  me  Life"  and  you  will  have  a fair  idea  of  the 
situation.  (The  engraving  can  also  be  severely  faulted  for  the 
spacing  of  the  individual  notes  in  the  first  bar;  the  second  and 
third  are  completely  out  of  their  proper  place.) 


Brahms  Commemorativ 
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This  theme,  correctly  illustrated  above,  is  one  which  is  played  by 
the  French  Horn  in  the  introductory  part  of  the  final  movement  of 
Brahms'  Sympony  No.  1,  and  which,  together  with  the  three  short  horn 
phrases  wnich  follow,  provides  an  unforgettable  moment  of  music. 
Interestingly  enough,  this  great  work  received  only  a tepid  recep- 
tion at  its  1876  world  premiere  in  Stuttgart,  Germany.  However, 
when  it  was  first  performed  in  Cambridge,  England,  a few  months 
later,  it  brought  down  the  house.  One  of  the  many  reasons  for  this 
seems  to  have  been  this  sequence  of  four  pnrases  played  by  the  horn. 
The  English  audience  was  convinced  that  Brahms  had  modelled  the 
passage  after  their  beloved  clock  chimes  known  officially  as  the 
"Cambridge  Quarters"  (more  familiarly  to  us  as  the  "Westminster 
Chines")  and  somehow  took  it  as  a special  compliment.  Actually,  it 
was  strictly  fortuitous  on  Brahms'  part,  but  that  has  not  taken 
away  in  the  least  from  its  enduring  magic. 


A comparison  of  the  correct  version  with  the  coin  engraving  shows 
the  error  clearly  enough:  the  third  note  should  be  a £ and  not  a b. 

Readers  who  recall  Mr.  Persing's  description  should  be  advised  that 
he  quite  understandably  used  German  nomenclature  in  explaining  the 
error,  saying  that  the  third  note  should  be  c and  not  h.  (Germans 
use  h for  b -natural,  reserving  b for  b-flat . J 

It  is  difficult  to  understand  why  such  an  obvious  error  was  not 
caught  immediately  and  corrected.  It  is  all  the  more  surprising 
that  this  should  have  happened  on  a German  coin,  for  the  Germans 
(East  or  West  makes  no  difference  where  music  is  concerned)  are 
fiercely  proud  of  their  musical  heritage  and  most  are  quite  familiar 
with  such  great  masterpieces  as  Brahms'  Symphony  No.  1.  It  is  in- 
conceivable that  not  even  one  of  the  many  individuals  who  had  to  be 
involved  in  the  production  of  this  coin  would  not  have  spotted  the 
error.  Or  was  it  indeed  detected  and  allowed  to  pass  in  the  hope  it 
might  enhance  the  value  of  the  coin  as  a collector's  item?  This  has 
not  happened  to  date,  for  the  coin  is  still  being  sold  at  prices  com- 
parable to  the  other  East  German  commemoratives,  names,  $15  to  $20. 

On  the  other  hand,  two  DDR  commemoratives  with  acknowledged  errors 
were  listed  recently  at  prices  of  around  $125  each. 


It  was  interesting  to  note  that  "Update  #23"  for  the  Standard  Cata- 
log of  World  Coins,  published  in  the  31  August  1976  issue  of  World 
Coin  News,  dealt  with  East  German  commemoratives  and  was  headed 
"General  revisions,  errors  added."  The  Brahms  coin  was  still  there, 
wrong  note  and  all,  with  not  a word  about  the  error.  Perhaps  coin 
designers  and  engravers  can  get  by  with  a wrong  note;  certainly  any 
horn  player  who  blew  a b instead  of  a £ in  this  famous  passage  would 
soon  have  to  look  for  another  job.  This  whole  episode  is  indeed  a 
curious  and  intriguing  happening,  particularly  for  musicians  and 
music  lovers  who  have  a special  interest  in  coins. 
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COINS  & HISTORY 


by  I.  C.  G.  Campbell,  Consultant,  Numismatics, 
University  of  Nebraska  State  Museum,  Lincoln,  Nebraska 


Few  artifacts  can  make  history  come  alive  in 
the  way  that  ancient  coins  can  do.  As  an  ex- 
ample, I am  taking  a brief  history  written 
about  Trebizond  (the  Turkish  Trabzon)  exactly 
30  years  ago  this  summer.  Many  of  the  great- 
est names  in  the  classical  and  medieval  world 
have  been  connected  with  it,  as  you  will  see. 

My  wife  and  I visited  it  in  the  summer  of  1946 
for  a brief  summer  vacation.  We  went  by  way 
of  the  Black  Sea,  stopping  at  Sinope  and  Samsum 
on  the  way.  Our  ship  went  on  to  Rize,  and  we 
boarded  it  again  on  its  return  journey  to 
Istanbul. 


It  was  still  a sleepy  city,  belonging  to  the 
past.  All  the  Greeks  and  Armenians,  but  6, 
had  been  sent  away  many  years  before.  The 
once  large  foreign  colony  had  vanished,  repre- 
sented only  by  a number  of  foreign  consuls. 

Its  proximity  to  the  Russian  border,  then,  as 
now,  made  it  a vital  watching  point.  Twenty  years  ago  the  United 
States  built  a large  air  base  upon  the  plateau  behind  the  city.  It 
was  very  "hush,  hush"  at  the  time,  but  I had  a rather  amusing  story 
in  relation  to  the  base.  The  son  of  a local  family  was  serving  in 
Turkey.  Beyond  the  country,  he  was  allowed  to  say  nothing.  However, 
he  wrote  a vivid  description  of  the  area,  so  that  when  his  mother 
showed  me  the  letter,  I was  able  to  pin-yoint  its  exact  position! 


Manuel  I 
Asper 


PLATE  I-II 


While  we  were  there,  the  British  Consul  General,  Mr.  Bream,  placed 
his  jeep  at  our  disposal.  We  were  delighted  because  in  those  days 
it  was  the  one  area  in  Turkey  where  there  were  good  roads.  They 
had  been  built  up  by  a very  efficient  Russian  governor  in  World  War 
I.  Unfortunately,  Professor  Thomas  Whittemore  arrived  two  days 
after  ourselves.  Being  more  distinguished,  he  got  the  jeep!  But, 
at  least  I cleared  the  market  of  coins  before  he  could! 

Actually,  there  were  not  too 
many,  as  one  of  the  two  old 
Roman  Catholic  monks  was  a col- 
lector. He  had  two  lovely 
specimens  of  the  very  rare 
Theodora  aspers.  I could  not 
persuade  him  to  part  with  one, 
as  I had  hoped.  He  wanted  to 
leave  them  to  his  home  town 
museum  in  Italy.  However,  many 
years  later,  I saw  them  in  the 
D.  0.  Collection. 


Theodora  Asper 
PLATE  III  PLATE  IV 
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Trebizond  is  a fascinating  city.  There  were  orange  groves  on  the 
sea  level,  while  behind  the  city,  up  in  the  hills,  within  two  miles, 
were  hazelnuts,  and  a great  forest  of  English  Walnuts.  There  are 
also  very  rich  copper  mines,  of  high  grade  ore.  Some  of  Justinian 
I's  nummia  coins  are -minted  of  almost  pure  copper,  rather  than 
bronze.  There  was  a huge  copper  market  where  we  watched  every  kind 
of  household  utensil  being  hand  beaten  out  of  copper.  There  was 
exquisite  filigree  jewelry,  made  from  local  silver.  All  the  furni- 
ture and  woodwork  was  of  English  Walnut.  Also  found  there  was  the 
lovely  black  amber  which  the  Turks  use  much  for  jewelry,  particular- 
ly the  tes?-bih,  or  prayer  beads. 

The  food  was  out  of  this  world.  Huge  plates  of  wild  strawberries 
and  cream  for  breakfast  each  day.  Milk  and  cream  were  so  plentiful, 
because  of  the  difficulties  of  transport  without  refrigeration,  so 
everything  was  cooked  in  pure  butter.  Neither  of  us  have  ever  had 
ice  cream  to  equal  what  we  got  there.  Only  one  lokanta  had  it. 

We  had  to  queue  up  every  afternoon  if  we  wanted  it,  because  of  the 
limited  supply  of  ice.  This  was  brought  down  from  the  hills,  where 
it  had  been  stored  in  a cave  during  the  winter,  on  donkey  back. 

The  ice  cream  was  100$  pure  cream,  with  a slight  caramel  flavor. 

The  hotel  was  quite  good  and  we  had  the  minimal  trouble  with  bed 
bugs  and  fleas. 

The  finest  Byzantine  church  was  off  limits  as  it  was  used  as  an 
arsenal.  We  saw  the  ruins  of  others  and  were  planning  the  trip  in- 
land to  see  the  Sonmela  Monastery  and  its  superb  frescoes.  Unfort- 
unately, Prof.  Whittemore  arrived  too  soon,  and  he  went  instead  of 
usl 


The  most  interesting  experience  was  the  dedication  of  the  beginning 
of  the  new  harbor,  for  which  engineers  had  been  flown  out  from 
Britain.  Can  you  imagine  the  very  correctly  attired  British  engi- 
neers, and  the  Turkish  vilayet  officials  in  their  top  hats  and  frock 
coats,  all  standing  there  for  the  ceremony  which  included  the  sacri- 
fice of  a sheep  by  cutting  its  throat,  just  as  in  the  Kurban  Bayram? 

The  Trebizond  incident  did  not  end  there.  Two  years  later  we  were 
settled  in  Nebraska.  I was  writing  a book  on  Istanbul.  During 
that  winter  I lent  a portion  of  my  library  to  the  novelist  Lawrence 
Schonover,  for  his  subsequent  book,  "The  Gentle  Infidel",  as  in  his 
dedicatory  page  notes.  He  made  one  serious  mistake.  Near  the  end 
his  hero  rides  to  the  Sonmela  Monastery  and  back  in  one  night.  But, 
in  point  of  fact,  it  was  the  better  part  of  a day  by  jeep,  half  a 
day  on  by  horse  back,  where  even  a jeep  could  not  go,  and  then  a 
climb  on  foot  up  more  than  100  steps  of  an  almost  sheer  cliff  facel 


Alexius  II  Asper 
PLATE  VI 


I did  not  get  too  many  coins  in 
Trebizond  because  of  the  old  monk. 
However,  later  that  summer  I did 
buy,  in  Istanbul,  for  next  to 
nothing,  a hoard  of  43  aspers 
which  had  been  found  near  Trebi- 
zond. They  are  in  the  University 
Museum  waiting  for  me  to  complete 
the  report.  They  were  aspers  of 
Alexius  II  and  III  in  generally 
good  condition.  I paid  simply 
^^he  price  of  the  weight  of  silver. 


PLATE  V 


Alexius  III  Asper 
(Details  as  Plates  V-Vl) 


The  following  summer  I was 
lucky  enough  to  acquire  another 
hoard  of  $k  aspers.  This  time 
from  Seaby's  who  were  glad  to 
get  rid  of  them  as  no  one 
wanted  them! 

The  Trebizond  coinage  is  quite 
attractive,  to  my  way  of  think- 
ing, and  it  is  also  extremely 
interesting.  One  has  only  to 


Trebizond  Asper 


Kaykusrev  III.  1265/82 
AR  Dirhem  of  Kayseri 
670  A.H.  Type  of  Hexafoil. 


put  a Trebizond  asper  and  a Selcuk  of  Rum  dirhem  side  by  side  to  see 
the  close  relationship.  The  two  coins  even  have  the  same  weight. 

The  aspers  also  have  a complicated  system  of  pellets  and  secret 
marks.  When  Dr.  A.  Bellinger  visited  us  in  the  very  early  ’60' s,  I 
let  him  take  the  hoards  away  to  examine . Eventually  he  gave  up  on 
the  report,  commenting  that  there  were  so  many  details  that  it  was 
difficult  to  decide  what  should  be  included,  and  what  left  out.  It 
was  his  feeling  that  a much  larger  hoard  than  either  of  the  two, 
would  be  needed  to  make  an  adequate  study.  A similar  type  of  prob- 
lem is  to  be  noted  on  the  silver  coinage  of  Armenian  Cilicia,  as 
well  as  the  Selcuk  dirhems.  It  seems  probable  that  in  all  cases 
these  complex  details  are  something  to  do  with  the  administration 
of  the  mint. 


After  Hulagu  had  sacked  Bagdad  in  1258  A.D.,  much  of  the  trade  of 
Europe  and  the  East  began  to  go  through  Asia  Minor.  The  entrepot 
for  this  was  Trebizond.  As  already  mentioned  it  had  rich  silver 
mines  and  thus  was  able  to  issue  a plentiful  ancl  stable  coinage. 
Its  greatest  period  was  under  Manuel  I,  1236-63  A.D.  It  is  inter- 
esting to  place  side  by  side  the  following;  the  silver  piece  of 


Tram  of  Hetoum  and  Zabel  Dirhem  of  Kai  Khushru  II  of  Rum 

Andronicus  II  & III  (Byzantium),  the  contemporary  ducat  of  Venice, 
the  silver  piece  of  Ivan  Alexander  and  Michael  of  Bulgaria,  the 
trams  of  Levon  I or  Hetoum  and  Zabel  (Cilician  Armenia),  and  a dir- 
hem of  Kai  Khushru  II  of  Rum  (Selcuk).  The  relationship  of  them 
all  is  obvious. 


Manuel's  obverse  has  himself,  the  Grand  Commenus,  standing  with  all 
his  jeweled  regalia.  On  the  reverse  is  the  figure  of  Eugenius, 
the  city's  patron  saint.  The  inscriptions  are  merely  their  respect- 
ive names.  (See  PLATES  I-Il).  Eventually,  Alexius  II  copied  the 
design  of  a mounted  sovereign  in  the  Selcuk  style.  This  is  a good 
example  of  the  Turkish  influence  which  was  paramount  in  Trebizond 
because  of  the  close  commercial  and  political  relationships  of  the 
two  empires.  A similar,  even  stronger  relationship  is  observable 
between  the  Armenian  and  Selcuk  coinage.  This  even  goes  so  far 

that  on  some  coins  the  inscription 
is  in  Armenian  on  one  side  and 
Arabic  on  the  other.  The  rather 
radical  change  in  design  on  the 
Trebizond  asper  was  an  unusual 
one.  The  coin  had  really  become 
an  international  currency,  as 
centuries  before  the  Athenian  owl 
had  been,  or  the  Byzantine  solidus. 
To  change  the  design  of  a well 
recognized  currency  was  exception- 
al. At  the  same  time  it  emphasiz- 
ed the  tributary  nature  of  Trebizond 's  relationship  with  its  power- 
ful neighbor.  Such  is  one  of  the  stories  that  coins  can  tell,  far 
better  than  the  history  books! 

An  interesting  postludewas  the  striking  of  a fantasy  silver  crown 
by  one  of  the  descendants  of  the  commenoi  some  years  ago!  It  is 
illustrated  in  John  Davenport's  catalogue  of  crowns.  It  has  no 
value,  of  course,  except  as  an  interesting  footnote  to  history. 


Bilingual  Tram 
Hetoum  I - Kaykwsrev 


Considering  its  antiquity  and  importance,  Trebizond  should  have  a 
quite  lengthy  history,  yet  remarkably  little  is  known  about  it. 


Genoa  2 Denarii 


Contemporary  Ducat  of  Venice 


Even  for  its  imperial  period,  facts  are  but  scanty,  mainly  from 
Genoeses  or  Venetian  business  sources. 

No  archaeological  work  has  been  done  in  Trebizond  and  except  for 


the  remains  of  Byzantine  Churches,  i.e.  purely  medieval  architecture, 
and  remains  of  the  city  walls,  there  is  nothing  to  suggest  the  an- 
tiquity of  the  society.  Even  Hellenistic  coins  are  of  unusual  oc- 
currence there,  yet  there  must  be  an  immense  wealth  of  material  in 
the  ground  for  the  main  part  of  the  town  has  been  in  continuous 
occupation  since  its  foundation. 


It  has  been  suggested  that  there  was  a Hittite  town,  Teburzia, 
around  it.  Only  excavation  can  provide  the  necessary  proof.  Ac- 
cording to  Eusebius,  factories  (trading  stations)  were  established 
there  by  the  Greeks  about  756  B.C.  though  the  town,  as  such,  was 
not  founded  until  the  6th  Century,  as  a daughter  colony  of  Sinope. 
Other  accounts  say  that  it  was  one  of  the  Pelasgi  tribes,  the 
Trapezuntines,  whose  chief  was  the  legendary  hero  Trapezos,  son  of 
Dycaon,  who  founded  the  city  and  gave  it  their  name.  Two  other 
towns  of  the  same  name  seem  to  have  existed,  one  in  Arcadia,  on  the 
border  of  the  Alphaeus,  the  other  in  the  Caucasus.  Of  the  three, 
only  the  Black  Sea  city  has  survived,  its  importance  in  commerce 
having  continued  until  the  end  of  the  last  century.  It  was  due  to 
the  fact  that  its  geographical  position  commanded  the  point  where 
the  chief  and  most  direct  trade  routes  from  Persia  and  Central  Asia 
to  Europe,  cross  the  Armenian  plateau  and  descend  to  the  sea.  It 
is  hoped  to  revive  the  old  importance  by  the  creation  of  a new  and 
real  harbor.  There  is  nothing  but  the  remains  of  a Mole  constructed 
during  the  Russian  occupation  in  the  last  war  - for  which  British 
engineers  have  been  engaged.  There  is  also  the  fine  new  road  which 
has  been  built  up  to  the  Persian  frontier.  It  is  important  in  its 
own  right,  too,  as  being  the  natural  gathering  point  for  the  agri- 
cultural and  dairy  products  of  a considerable  district  around. 


The  first  historical  mention  of  the  Trebizond  comes  in  Xenophon's 
Anabasis,  for  it  was  from  the  heights  above  the  town  that  the  Ten 
Thousand  first  saw  the  sea.  It  was  then  a flourishing  commercial 
city.  Its  inhabitants  welcomed  ana  gave  repose  to  Xenophon  and  his 
men.  The  city  then  minted  its  own  money. 


Mithradates  I 
Tetradrachm 


Later,  it  forms  part  of  the  Pontic  Kingdom 
until  the  defeat  of  Mithradates  the  Great. 
After  that  Pythodaris,  wife  of  Palemon,  be- 
came its  ruler.  When  the  armies  of  Lucullus 
and  Pompey  occupied  Pontus,  a treaty  with 
Rome  was  made  by  Trebizond  - or  Trapezunte 
as  it  was  then  called. 

When  Nero  undertook  a campaign  in  Armenia, 
Trebizond  served  as  his  port  and  base  of 


Nero  Denarius 


Septimius 

Severus 

Denarius 


Pescennius  Niger 
Denarius 


supplies.  On  his  death  it  was  siezed  by  the  adventurer  Vitellius. 
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Of  all  the  Roman  Emperors,  the  most  was  done  by  Hadrian  for  he  caus- 
ed to  be  built  an  artificial  harbor,  the  remains  of  which  still 
could  be  seen  a century  ago.  He  also  built  temples  and  other  public 
buildings.  During  the  civil  war  between  Septimius  Severus  and  Pes- 
cennius  Niger,  the  city  supported  the  latter  and  suffered  as  a re- 
sult of  his  defeat.  Its  first  great  calamity,  however,  came  in  the 
reign  of  Valerian,  257  A.D.  It  was  besieged  by  the  Goths  from  the 
Cimmerian  Bosphorus,  and,  as  a reulst  of  the  drunken  slackness  of 
its  defending  garrison,  captured.  Its  buildings  were  destroyed,  all 
portable  objects,  and  many  of  the  sorrowing  inhabitants,  carried 
away.  As  well  as  its  importance  and  prosperity,  it  lost  its  local 
autonomy  too.  It  became  the  seat  of  a pro-Roman  pro-consul;  then, 
under  Constantine  the  Great,  it  was  the  farthest  point  under  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  Prefect  of  the  East. 

In  the  meanwhile  Christianity  had  been  introduced  to  the  district, 
by  St.  Andrew,  according  to  local  traditions.  Diocletian's  perse- 
cution produced  the  first  known  martyrs,  one  of  whom,  Eugenius, 
became  the  patron  saint  of  the  city.  Indeed,  his  effigy  is  found 
on  all  the  coin  struck  by  the  later  Empire  of  Trebizond.  The  city's 
bishop  was  present  at  the  Council  of  Nicea;  in  the  8th  Century  he 
was  raised  to  the  .rank  of  Metropolitan. 


The  Battle  of  Manzikert  (Malazgrit,  Melasgerd) 
was  one  of  the  great  battles  that  changed  the  course 
of  world  history.  It  is  seldom  so  recognized  by 
Western  historians.  It  spelled  the  doom  of  the 
Byzantine  Empire,  though  in  the  end  it  was  the 
Osmanlis  who,  400  years  later,  wiped  it  off  the  map. 
It  introduced  one  of  the  greatest  of  Islamic 
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cultures  into  Central  Anatolia  (Asia  Minor), 
namely  that  of  the  Selpuks.  Their  superb  monu- 
ments still  stand,  though  most  of  the  other 
dynasties  are  known  only  from  their  coins . 


Just  as  Hadrian,  the  greatest  builder- 
Emperor  of  the  Romans,  left  his  mark  on 
Trebizond,  so  did  Justinian,  for  he  con- 
structed an  aqueduct  and  restored  part 
of  the  walls  and  many  public  buildings 
after  their  destruction  in  an  earthquake. 
During  his  Persian  wars,  the  city  was 
important  as  a supply  base.  It  was 
Belisarius  who  is  supposed  to  have  re- 
stored the  Monastery  of  Sonmela.  Then, 
when  Leo  the  Great  divided  the  Empire 
into  themes,  Trebizond  was  made  the 
capitol  of  the  theme  of  Chaldaea. 

The  Arab  invasions  of  the  8th  Century 
also  affected  Trebizond.  Thanks  to  its  stone  walls,  behind  which 
the  inhabitants  of  the  surrounding  country  took  refuge,  it  remained 
unconquered.  Its  medieval  history,  as  a semi-separate  entity,  be- 
gan in  the  trouble  of  the  11th  Century.  After  Manzikert  (1071  A.D.), 
like  so  many  of  the  great  cities  of  Asia  Minor,  it  was  attacked  by 
the  Selcuks.  Thanks  to  its  geophysical  position,  its  strong  walls, 
and  to  a strong  soldier,  Theodore  Gabras,  it  remained  free. 

Shortly  before  the  Crusaders  sacked  Constantinople  in  1203,  a-  mem- 
ber of  one  of  the  great  Byzantine  families,  the  Comnenoi,  establish- 
ed an  independent  state  in  Trebizond,  which  was  dignified  by  the 
name  of  an  Empire,  as  was  Nicea,  a few  years  later.  It  remained 
independent  even  after  the  Paleologoi  recaptured  Constantinople 
in  1263*  (See  rough  sketch  map  on  following  page.) 

The  two  great  European  trading  rivals  there  were  the  Venetian  and 
the  Genoese.  As  Mongol  power  weakened,  the  Turcoman  attacks  became 
more  frequent  so  the  Emperor  tried  to  strengthen  his  position  by 
diplomatic  marriages  with  neighboring  Turkish  princes.  After  his 
defeat  of  the  Ak  koyunlu,  the  Turkish  chieftan  Beyazic  I attacked 
it.  The  city  was  saved,  rather  incredibly,  by  the  appearance  of 

Timur  for  who  it  provided  a fleet.  But  Timur  was  defeated  at  the 
battle  of  Ankara  (Ancym),  and  his  troops  retreated  through  the 
southern  part  of  its  territory. 

As  the  Osmanlis  became  stronger,  Genoese  influence  became  weaker. 
Murat  II  tried  unsuccessfully  to  capture  the  city,  but  it  was  doom- 
ed when  Constantinople  fell.  The  Grand  Comnenoi,  "Kalo-Johannes", 
made  an  alliance  with  Uzun  Hasan,  of  one  of  the  Anatolian  dynasties. 
His  successor,  David  Comnenius,  tried  to  strengthen  himself  by  al- 
lainces  with  the  Christian  chief  of  the  Caucasus,  as  well  as  the 
Moslem  chief  of  Karaman  and  Kastamonu.  But,  when  Mehmet  Fatih  de- 
feated Usun  Hasan,  David  Comnenus  surrendered  in  l46l.  He  and  his 
family  were  sent  to  Adrianople,  where  later  he  was  murdered.  The 
bulk  of  the  population  was  moved  to  Constantinople  --  a common 
practice  in  those  days  — and  it  is  said  only  113  persons  of  the 
great  city  were  allowed  to  remain  there. 
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Justinian  40  Nummia 


So  ended  one  of  the  most  colorful  empires  in  history,  whose  story 
is  best  told  by  coinage! 


(Originally  written  in  October 
of  1946  at  Istanbul,  Turkey.) 

I.  C.  Gordon  Campbell 

(Details  of  coinage,  additional  plates,  and  other  information  follows.) 


Rough  Sketch  Map  to  show  the  divisions  of  the 
old  Byzantine  Empire  as  it  was  c.  120)|-126l. 
Note  Trebizond  Empire,  the  two  Armenians,  the 
Seicuk  Beyliks  and  the  small  Crusader  Kingdoms. 
Protected  by  the  sea  and  mountains,  Trebizond 
lasted  as  an  independent  territory  until  1461. 
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Numismatic  Details  of  Trebizond  Coinage: 


PLATES  I-II:  Manuel  I Asper. 


Plate  I - Obverse: 


The  Emperor  is  standing,  facing,  with  the 
Manus  Dei  (hand  of  God)  above.  The  read- 
ing (not  clear)  should  be: 


M N II  I A-0  K 


T: ' 


Plate  II  - Reverse:  St.  Eugenius,  standing,  facing.  The  read- 
ing seems  to  be: 


o 


PLATES  III-IV:  Theodora  Asper. 


Plate  III  - Obverse: 


Plate  IV  - Reverse: 


o 
* 
ri 
o 
c 

PLATES  V-VI:  Alexius  II  Asper. 


Theodora,  standing,  facing,  holding 
globus  cruciger.  In  the  field  left, 
Manus  Dei  (hand  of  God) . Inscription: 

ae  H 

-6  frN 

St.  Eugenius,  bearded,  stands  facing 
with  a long  cross  in  his  right  hand. 

He  wears  a nimbus  and  his  robe  is  fast- 
ened by  a brooch.  Inscription: 


£V 

re 

m 

o 

s 


Plate  V - Obverse: 


Alexius  II,  bearded,  seated  on  a horse, 
walking  to  the  right.  His  right  hand  holds 
a sceptre,  and  his  left  is  on  the  bridle. 
Inscription: 


£ * 
V K 

o 


N 


Plate  VI  - Reverse:  A bearded  St.  Eugenius  sits  facing  on  a 

horse  which  is  walking  to  the  right.  He 
wears  a nimbus  and  holds  a cross  in  his 
right  hand.  Inscription: 


© *, 
V N 


PLATES  VII-VIII:  John  I Asper. 


Plate  VII  - Obverse:  John,  bearded,  standing,  facing,  long 

cross  in  right  hand.  To  right,  the 
Manus  Dei  in  sleeve,  crowning  the 
Emperor.  Inscription: 

ul  V O 
A , K 

N/  N tri 

^ ^ ^ ft  ->  on  shaft  of  long  cross. 

Plate  VIII  - Reverse:  St.  Eugenius,  with  beard,  standing, 

facing.  He  holds  a long  cross  in  his 
right  hand  while  his  left  holds  his 
robe.  He  has  a nimbus  and  his  robe  is 
pinned  with  a brooch.  Inscription: 


o 


o 


v 

re 

Nl 

o ?. 


PLATE  IX:  George  Asper. 

Obverse:  The  Emperor  standing,  facing.  He  has  a beard.  In 

his  right  hand  he  holds  a long  cross  with  pearls 
hanging  from  it.  In  his  left  hand  he  holds  the 
globus.  He  wears  a crown,  tunic,  and  mantle. 
Inscription: 


n 

T 


PLATE  X 


PLATES  X-XI:  John  II  Asper. 


Plate  X - Obverse:  John,  with  a beard,  stand- 

ing, facing.  He  holds  a labarum  with  a 
short  shaft  in  his  right  hand.  In  his 
left  he  has  a globus  cruciger.  He  wears 
the  usual  crown,  tunic  and  a mantle  over 
his  left  arm.  On  the  tunic  is  . 

At  top  right  is  the  Manus  Dei  in  a sleeve 

and  it  is  crowning  him.  Inscription: 

!W 
o 
•CQ 


J 


Plate  XI  - Reverse:  St.  Eugenius,  who  is 

bearded  and  nimbate  is  standing,  facing. 
There  is  a long  cross  in  his  right  hand 
while  he  holds  his  robe  with  his  left. 
Inscription:  £ 

(£v  m 

r / 


PLATE  XI 

John  II 
Asper 
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PLATE  XIII 
Basil 

Silver  Asper 


PLATE  XV 

John  III 
Bronze  Coin 


PLATES  XII-XIII:  Basil  Silver  Asper. 

Plate  XII  - Obverse:  A bearded  Basil,  facing, 

is  seated  on  a horse  walking  to  the  right. 
He  wears  a crown  and  a tunic,  while  in  his 
right  hand  he  holds  a triple  headed  sceptre. 
Silver  Asper.  Inscription:  

i-A 

Plate  XIII  - Reverse:  St.  Eugenius,  bearded, 

seated  on  a horse  walking  to  the  right.  He 
wears  a nimbus  and  a tunic.  In  his  right 
hand  he  holds  a cross.  Inscription: 

® l 

PLATES  XIV-XV:  John  III  Bronze  Coin. 

Plate  XIV  - Obverse:  John  III  stands  facing. 

In  his  right  hand  he  holds  a triple  headed 
sceptre,  and  in  his  left,  a globus  cruciger. 
Inscription : 

I cu  X 

OK  fri 


Plate  XV  - Reverse:  St.  Eugenius  also  stands 

facing.  In  his  right  hand  he  holds  a 
cross  and  his  left,  his  robe.  He  wears  a 
nimbus.  Inscription: 


PLATE  XVI 


PLATE  XVII 


Michael  Asper 


PLATES  XVI -XVII:  Michael  Asper. 


Plate  XVI  - Obverse : 


Michael,  bearded,  is  seated  on  a horse 
which  is  walking  right.  In  his  right 
hand  he  holds  a triple  headed  sceptre, 
while  his  left  is  on  the  bridle.  He 
wears  a crown  and  tunic  with  * 

/yi  ° 

Inscription:  pfi 

(under  horse) 


Plate  XVII  - Reverse:  St.  Eugenius,  bearded  and  facing,  is 

seated  on  a horse  walking  to  the  right. 
There  is  a cross  in  his  right  hand  and 
his  left  is  on  the  bridle.  He  has  a 
nimbus  and  a tunic  with 
417 


<g)  \ / 

€v 


PLATES 

XX  XXI 


PLATES 

XXII  XXIII 


PLATES 

XVIII  XIX 


Alexius  III 
Quarter  Asper 


Manuel  III 
Asper  or  l/2  Asper? 


Alexius  IV 
Asper  or  l/2  Asper? 


PLATES  XVIII-XIX:  Alexius  III  Quarter  Asper,  Silver. 


Plate  XVIII  - Obverse:  Alexius  III  riding  as  on  other  coins. 

Inscription: 

B 

Plate  XIX  - Reverse:  St.  Eugenius  riding  as  on  other  coins. 

Inscription: 

<s> 

Y 6 A (A) 

PLATES  XX-XXI:  Manuel  III  Asper  or  Half  Asper,  Silver. 


Plate  XX  - Obverse: 


Plate  XXI  - Reverse: 


Manuel  III.  It  is  not  certain  whether 
this  is  an  asper  or  half  asper.  It  is 
silver.  Manuel  appears  on  a horse  as 
in  the  other  coins.  His  sceptre  has  a 
three -barred  cross.  Inscription: 

H Hi 

. - ? 

« 

St.  Eugenius  appears  as  on  the  other 
coins.  Inscription: 


ription: 

© " 


6r  O f 

PLATES  XXII-XXIII:  Alexius  IV,  Asper  or  Half  Asper. 


Plate  XXII  - Obverse: 


Plate  XXIII  - Reverse: 


It  may  be  an  asper  or  a half  asper. 
Alexius  IV,  seated  like  the  others  and 
holding  a three-barred  cross. 
Inscription:  ^ 

Kx 

St.  Eugenius  as  before.  Inscription: 

® N • 


Kt 

LIST  OF  RULERS 


€ B 


(NOTE:  For  some  of  the  rulers  of  Trebizond,  Wroth  lists  no  coins.) 

Alexius  I Comnenus  1204/ 22  John  I Axuchos  1235/38 

Andronicos  I Gidos  1222/35  ^g  Manuel  I 1238/63 


Andronicus  II 

1263/66 

Anna 

1341/42 

George 

1266/80 

John  III 

1342/44 

John  II 

1280/97 

Michael 

13  W ^9 

John  II  & Alexius 

Alexius  III 

1349/90 

Theodora 

1285 

Manuel  III 

1390/1417 

Alexius  II 

1297/1330 

Alexius  IV 

1417/46 

Andronicus  III 

1330/32 

John  IV  (Kalojoannes)  1446/58 

Manuel  II 

1332 

David 

1458/61 

Basil 

1332/40 

(David  surrendered 

to  Mehmet 

Irene 

1340/41 

II  and  was  exiled 

to  Adrian- 

ople . ) 


For  anyone  interested  in  pursuing  the  history  of  Trebizond,  I re- 
commend: 


Trebizond:  The  Last  Greek  Empire,  by  William  Miller. 

S.P.C.K.  London.  1926 . 


Also,  there  is  an  important  article  on  the  coinage  of  Trebizond  in 
I.  V.  Sololova's  article  in  Vol.  XI  of  Numismatics  and  Epigraphy. 
(Text:  Russian.  Moscow.) 

Note:  The  dots,  pellets,  details  on  tunic,  or  in  the  field,  are 

extremely  important  in  the  coins  of  Trebizond,  though  no  one  has 
worked  out  their  real  significance.  Probably  something  to  do  with 
the  mint  masters.  The  same  kind  of  importance  is  to  be  found  in 
the  field  marks  and  others  in  the  dirhems  of  the  Selcuklar  of  Rum, 
and  of  the  trams  of  Cilician  Armenia. 


IDENTIFICATION,  Please? 


Recently  I purchased  a "whatizit"  at  a flea  market  and  was  wondering 
if  any  NI  member  had  anything  similar  and  could  give  any  help  with 
identification . 

The  piece  is  round  (28mm),  cast  quite  irregularly,  especially  in 
thickness,  struck  in  lead,  has  two  half  moon  holes,  side  by  side 
at  center,  and  on  one  side  has  the  figure  "4"  in  a circle  just 
above  the  two  holes. 

On  the  2x2  holder  in  which  the  piece  was  mounted,  someone  had 
written  "Swinehard"  and  "1943".  Perhaps  if  someone  could  tell  me 
the  meaning  of  "Swinehard",  it  would  lend  a clue  so  as  to  identify 
the  piece. 

Any  information  would  be  appreciated.  Send  to:  Eric  Andersen, 

1563  N.  W.  85th  Drive,  Coral  Springs,  Florida  33065- 


NUMISMATIC  FIND  IN  HUNGARY  1972-1975  (Continued  from  last  month): 

Submitted  by  Dr.  Mihaly  Kupa,  Budapest,  Hungary 

From  newspaper  MAGYAR  NEMZEI,  Budapest,  8 October  1975 : 


Igar,  Village  in  County  Fejer,  Hungary:  Agricultural  workers 

found  2982  silver  coins  in  the  village  of  Igar  while  cultivating 
the  soil.  The  coins  dated  between  1500-1590.  The  find  was 
taken  to  the  Town-Museum  of  ISTVAN  Kiraly  in  Szekesfehervar. 
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THE  OVERSTAMPED  SERBIAN  BANKNOTES  BY  THE 
AUSTRO-HUNGARIAN  MONARCHY  IN  1916 


by  Dr.  Mihaly  Kupa,  Budapest,  Hungary 

At  the  end  of  1915>  with  their  numerical  superiority,  the  German, 
Austro-Hungarian  and  Bulgarian  troops  had  conquered  Serbia. 

The  Austro-Hungarian  Monarchy  established  a provisional  Military 
Government  in  Belgrad,  the  so-called  "K.u.K.  Militar  General  Gouvern- 
ement  in  Serbien". 

The  Serbian  money  remained  in  circulation,  but  in  order  to  avoid  any 
increase  of  the  Serbian  banknotes  then  in  Serbia,  all  importations 
of  these  notes  was  prohibited.  Regulation  No.  23  of  9 June  1916  - 
Verordnungsblatt  der  k.u.k.  Militarverwaltung  in  Serbien,  5 St.  28. 
June  1916.  Belgrad,  p 5 - of  the  Austro-Hungarian  Administration 
ordered  to  be  signed  the  Serbian  banknotes  by  an  oval  special  stamp. 
The  Military  Government  charged  the  Province  Commander  in  Belgrad, 
as  well  as  the  District  Commanders  in  the  country,  to  overprint  these 
banknotes  by  means  of  a rubber  stamp  that  was  presented  for  their 
use . 


The  60  x 55  mm  standing  oval  stamp  bears  inside  over  the  new  State 
Arms  of  the  Austro-Hungarian  Monarchy  surrounded  by  the  legend  K.  u. 
K.  MILIT&R  GENERAL  GOUVERNEMENT  IN  SERBIEN.  Below  this,  either 
BEZIRKSKOMMANDO  or  KREISK0MMAND0  and  the  name  of  the  location.  The 
outside  edge  of  the  stamp  is  framed  with  an  ornamental  design  of 
flowers  and  twigs,  to  facilite  the  recognition  of  falsifications. 

BEZIRKSKOMMANDO  (Province  Commander)  was  used  only  in  Belgrad  in 
the  occupied  Serbia.  KREISKOMMANDO  was  used  in  the  environs  of 
Belgrad  and  in  Cacak,  Gomji  Milanovac,  Kragujevac,  Krusevac, 
Mitrovica,  Novi  Pazar,  Prijepolje,  Sabac,  Smederovo,  Semendria, 

Uzice  and  Valjevo.  , on 


The  following  Serbian  banknotes,  which  were  in  circulation,  were 
overstamped,  on  both  sides,  by  the  Province  Commander  and  the  Dis- 
trict Commanders: 

10  Dinars  - silver  note  - dated  l4  January  1887 

10  Dinars  - silver  note  - dated  2 January  1893 

20  Dinars  - gold  note  - dated  5 January  1905 

20  Dinars  - silver  note  - dated  5 January  1905  (as  above, 

the  gold  note,  but  was  overprinted  for  silver  value.) 

50  Dinars  - silver  note  - dated  1 August  1914 

100  Dinars  - silver  note  - dated  5 January  1905 

The  notes  were  overstamped  in  blue,  violet,  red  or  black  colors. 

The  banknote  circulation  on  31  December  1914  was  167*26  million 
dinars.  Only  the  notes  that  remained  in  the  country  after  the  war 
were,  of  course,  overstamped. 

The  Serbian  coins,  struck  mainly  in  Kormocbanya  or  Vienna,  remained 
in  circulation  without  any  countermarking.  After  the  outbreak  of 
World  War  I the  Serbian  Government  had  to  find  ways  to  remedy  the 
coin-shortage,  occasioned  by  the  war.  In  January  1915,  the  Paris 
Mint  was  charged  to  strike  a coinage  of  50  Para,  1 and  2 Dinar 
pieces.  The  first  shipment  of  these  coins,  2 million  dinars  in 

value,  reached  Serbia  in  March  1915*  Added  to  the  10  million  dinars 

of  bronze,  nickel  and  silver  coins  already  in  circulation,  this  made 
a total  circulation  of  12  million  dinars. 

In  addition  to  the  overstamped  notes  and  the  coins,  Austro-Hungarian 
Crown-notes  were  delcared  also  to  be  legal  tender  by  Regulation  No. 

22  on  9 June  1916  - Verordnungsblatt  der  k.u.k.  Militarverwaltung 
in  Serbien,  5 St.  28  June  1916,  Belgrad,  p 4.  They  were  made  ex- 
changeable at  the  rate  of  2 Dinars  for  1 Austro-Hungarian  Crown,  or 
1 Bulgarian  Leva,  and  2-l/2  Dinars  for  1 German  Mark. 

Naturally,  the  Bulgarian  Government  had  also  introduced  the  Leva- 
notes  in  the  part  of  Serbia  occupied  by  the  Bulgarian  Army. 

On  2 September  1918,  the  Salonika  Front  was  pierced  by  the  troops 
of  the  Allies  and  two  months  later  Serbia  was  freed  from  occupation- 
al forces  of  enemies.  So,  in  February  1919  the  Serbian  National 
Bank  returned  to  Belgrad  (from  exile)  and  began  to  withdraw  the  over- 
stamped Serbian  notes  and  systematically  destroyed  them.  This  is 
the  reason  the  overstamped  Serbian  banknotes  are  now  so  difficult 
to  locate. 


NUMISMATIC  NOTES 

by  I.  C.  G.  Campbell,  Weeping  Water,  Nebraska,  NI  #1077 


As  we  have  had  a number  of  articles  on  military  siege  and  emergency 
issues,  those  not  familiar  with  Spink  and  Son's  Banknotes,  quarterly, 
might  be  glad  to  know  that  each  issue  has  a list  of  such  material 
from  many  parts  of  the  world.  The  September  issue,  No.  11,  also 
had  an  excellent  article  on  the  "Treasury  and  Bank  of  England  Notes". 


(Continue^  on  page 
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AN  INTERESTING  INDIAN  COIN,  MEDAL  OR  TOKEN 


by  I.  C.  G.  Campbell,  Weeping  Water,  Nebraska,  NI  #1077 


Recently  my  good  friend  Santosh  Kumar  sent  me  the  above  photos  of  a 
silver  piece  that  had  come  into  his  possession.  The  coin  is  in  per- 
fect condition,  weighs  5 tolas  (c.57  grms)  and  is  the  exact  size  of 
the  photo.  The  pnoto  on  the  right  illustrates  the  thickness.  The 
obverse  is  in  Devnagri*  script  "Bharat  Bijay  Singh"  and  the  Samvat 
date,  1124,  which  he  informs  me  is  about  90S  A.D.  (i  am  not  sure 
about  this  as  he  lists  1976  as  2030S.E.  whereas  Krause/Mishler  lists 
it  as  2033S. E.) 

A London  friend  who  is  knowledgeable  in  such  matters  says  that  it  is 
a medal  or  a token.  Mr.  Kumar  does  not  think  it  is  a medal  because 
it  is  square,  whereas  in  his  experience  the  Hindu  rulers  normally 
issued  round  medals  with  a loop  for  suspension  by  a ribbon  or  thread 
of  silver  or  gold.  Also,  in  his  experience,  he  has  not  come  across 
a medal  of  such  weight  of  the  Mughal  or  Sultans  period.  Commemor- 
ative coins  were  issued  in  the  two  rupee  size  This  piece,  however 
is  a 5 tola  piece  which  would  correspond  to  5 rupees.  This  is  based 
on  the  fact  that  the  weight  of  the  hammered  silver  dump  rupees  was 
1 tola,  or  approximately  11  grams. 

The  reverse  of  the  piece  carries  the  inscription  "Maharaja  Prathy". 

He  has  sent  photos  to  the  Numismatic  Society  of  India,  and  to  an  ex- 
pert on  such  types  in  Indore.  The  actual  piece  had  come  from  a 
friend  who  said  that  it  had  been  in  his  family  many  generations. 

His  father  had  come  from  Rajasthan,  but  this  is  a large  area  of  many 
states . 

If  anyone  knows  of  any  other  such  pieces,  or  has  information  to  offer, 
please  let  me  know,  and  I will  pass  on  the  information  to  Mr.  Kumar, 
as  well  as  the  editor  of  the  NI  Bulletin  for  publication  in  a sub- 
sequent issue. 

*1  assume  this  to  be  "Devanagarl" . 


NI  BULLETIN  Publication  Deadline:  The  Friday  following  the  first 

Wednesday  of  each  month  is  the  deadline  for  submitting  material  for 
the  following  month's  issue. 
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BOOK  REVIEWS 

GERMAN  SECULAR  TALERS  1600- 1700 , by  Dr.  John  S.  Davenport.  Publish - 
ed  1976.  588  pages,  illustrated.  North  American  distributor  is 

Steve  Eyer,  P.  0.  Box  274,  Blackwood,  N.J.  08012.  $30-00  postpaid. 

During  the  1600's  many  of  the  former  Church  territories  in  Germany 
were  broken  up  and  divided  among  junior  branches  of  the  nobility, 
statesmen,  and  officers  of  the  Imperial  Army.  A great  many  of  these 
new  houses,  as  well  as  most  of  the  old,  were  given  coinage  rights 
and  exercised  them  to  the  delight  of  the  present  day  collector. 

The  variety  and  style  of  these  secular  talers  are  as  varied  as  the 
size  of  the  coin,  the  pomposity  of  the  various  princes,  and  the 
skill  of  the  engraver  could  permit.  Dr.  Davenport  has  ranged  through 
these  German  states  and  provided  the  collector  with  both  a historical 
and  a pictorial  insight  into  that  time.  The  photographs  are  clear 
and  well  reproduced  and  their  coverage  extensive.  Even  if  you  do 
not  collect  the  coinage  of  this  period,  the  book  is  worth  reading 
for  the  artistic  and  historical  pleasure  gained  from  seeing  the 
style  and  design  of  the  coins  of  that  period.  If  you  are  a col- 
lector of  secular  talers,  then  this  book  is  an  excellent  reference 
and  is  highly  recommended.  For  an  extended  review  by  Randolph  Zander 
see  p.  85,  Coin  World^  10/20/76.  Reviewed  by  Granvy  G.  Hulse,  Jr. 

*** 

COINS  OF  THE  WORLD,  1750-1850,  by  W.  D.  Craig.  3rd  Edition,  by 
Western  Publishing  Co.,  No.  9363-  $12-95-  Sept.  1976-  478  pages. 

My  first  act  was  to  turn  to  the  page  of  acknowledgements.  Several 
friends,  and  a good  many  individuals  I know,  were  listed.  If  their 
recommendations  in  their  specific  fields  have  been  followed,  and 
if  the  remaining  contributors  were  as  expert  in  their  fields  as 
those  whom  I know,  it  was  obvious  this  volume  would  be  as  good  a 
one  as  our  present  knowledge  could  make  it. 

The  illustrations  are  almost  all  excellent . I was  particularly 
glad  to  see  that  there  were  a good  number  of  drawings  - as  in  case 
of  the  Indian  Princely  States  - which  are  infinitely  more  useful 
than  poor  photographs,  or  nothing  at  all.  Equally  commendable  is 
the  fact  that  all  unverified  data,  of  whatever  kind,  is  printed  in 
"italic"  type.  Corrections,  or  confirmations  of  these,  are  invited 
by  the  author.  The  brief  historical  summaries  and  denominational 
data  at  the  beginning  of  each  country  and  section  are  most  useful. 

So  are  the  blank  spaces  left  for  notes.  If  it  could  be  managed 
without  adding  materially  to  the  cost,  I would  wish  there  could  be 
more  such  in  the  longer  countries  like  Germany  (States),  India 
(States)  and  Italy  (Cities  and  States).  For  a working  numismatist, 
such  spaces  are  invaluable  for  jotting  down  new  information,  per- 
sonal notes,  pasting  in  additional  information  and  so  on.  So  much 
work  is  being  done  today  in  every  field  of  numismatics,  that  I be- 
lieve this  to  be  of  great  importance.  Whether  coins,  stamps,  or  a 
history  book,  I have  always  felt  such  volumes  are  working  tools  for 
the  OWNERS. 

I do  not  feel  competent  to  pass  on  prices  and  the  author  has  some- 
thing to  say  about  this.  I would  hope  that  the  collectors  of 
specific  fields,  as  well  as  the  dealers  in  those  field,  have  both 
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been  consulted.  Collectors  have  a very  sound  idea  of  the  prices 
they  are  having  to  PAY.  A dealer's  price  is  sometimes  more  real- 
istic because  he  knows  what  he  must  pay  for  new  stock.  But,  at  the 
same  time,  there  are  a few  dealers  known  for  their  very  high  prices. 
Also,  in  considering  prices,  both  collector  and  dealer  must  decide 
on  the  standard  of  grading  (Craig  gives  a table).  Fortunately, 
this  is  not  as  complicated  for  foreign  coins  as  it  is  for  those  of 
the  U.S.  Another  factor,  too  often  forgotten,  is  that  the  earlier 
coins  of  many  countries  like  Persia,  Turkey,  Tunis,  the  Indian 
Native  States,  etc.  were  struck  far  less  well  than  the  coins  of  the 
same  date  in  most  western  countries.  One  factor  which  it  is  not 
possible  to  reflect  is  the  difference  between  a dealer's  buying  and 
selling  price.  Too  many  collectors  forget  this  when  trying  to  dis- 
pose of  duplicates,  or  their  collection. 

The  second  edition  had  only  443  pages  of  text,  as  against  469  of 
this  new  edition.  This  gives  some  idea  of  the  additional  information 
available.  This  is  as  it  should  be,  since,  with  each  succeeding 
•volume,  there  is  always  much  new  knowledge. 

In  looking  over  Turkey,  as  an  example,  I am  glad  to  see  the  note  on 
"copies  and  fantasies"  of  Turkish  coins.  These  are  often  called 
in  Turkish,  "Ba^liks",  owing  to  the  fact  that  they  were  worn  on  the 
head  veil,  or  around  the  neck,  (i  have  also  heard  them  called  "tea- 
tray"  pieces.)  Hence,  like  the  real  gold  and  silver  coins,  they 
are  more  generally  holed.  Pieces  of  this  type  are  also  found  in 
Tripoli  and  Tunis.  I have  quite  a number  myself,  as  they  are  a 
special  interest  of  mine.  I hope  eventually  to  do  a paper  on  them. 

I should  be  glad  to  have  notes  and/or  photos,  from  anyone  who  may 
have  specimens. 

In  this  third  edition  I was  most  glad  to  see  some,  though  not  all, 
of  the  modern  Turkish  spellings  used.  In  view  of  the  fact  that  Nuri 
Pere's  book  is  a classic,  and  that  Oiler's  works,  as  well  as  other 
publications  of  the  Yapi  ve  Kredit  Bankas!,  are  standards,  it  would 
help  if  every  denomination  had  the  two  spellings,  i.e.,  the  modern 
phonetic  Turkish,  and  the  old  English  style  phonetic.  For  example, 
"kuru§?"  as  well  as  "gurush  or  kurush".  It  would  help  collectors 
who  are  not  acquainted  with  modern  Turkish,  but  may  want  to  use  the 
above  books.  Also  important  is  the  notation  that  there  is  no  com- 
plete agreement  on  a number  of  the  older  denominations. 

Every  collector  should  read  first  the  valuable  introduction  that 
Craig  has  furnished.  This  is  essential  to  understand  the  catalogue 
and  to  get  the  maximum  use  out  of  it.  I like  the  arrangement  but 
this  does  have  the  complication  that  the  Craig  numbers  jump  around 
a good  deal  in  a way  sometimes  hard  to  follow.  Eventually,  I sup- 
pose that  for  some  countries,  there  will  have  to  be  a conp  lete  re- 
numbering as  more  and  more  "a, b,  c,  d,  e,  f ' s"  continue  to  be  added. 

There  is  a useful  list  of  authorities  for  many  areas. 

Reviewed  by  I.  C.  G.  Campbell 

*** 

Publication  No.  9-  Nadir  Osmanli  Madeni  Paralari  (Rare  Ottoman 
Coins),  by  Ibrahim  Tozen  and  Tuncay  Aykut.  Istanbul,  1976.  15  PP- 
of  text  in  Turkish  and  English.  22  coins  illustrated  on  two  plates. 
i,T  20.00  (about  $1.35). 

This  valuable  little  monograph,  just  received,  is  the  ninth  in  the 
series  published  since  Nuri  Pere's  monumental  wor*.  on  the  Bank's 
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collection  in  1968.  It  is  concerned  with  coins  which  were  either 
not  in  the  bank's  collection  in  1968,  or  not  published  then,  or 
because  better  specimens  have  since  been  found.  The  coins  range 
through  a copper  coin  of  Mustafa  Celebi  (drawn)  to  the  20  para 
pieces  of  Abdtllmecid.  Several  of  the  coins  are  published  because 
of  disputed  origins.  Collectors  will  be  extremely  grateful  for 
having  a complete  English  translation.  The  Yapi  ve  Kredit  Bankasi 
is  to  be  congratulated. 

Reviewed  by  I.  C.  G.  Campbell 
-*■** 


Numismatic  Books 

Most  of  us  feel  pinched  in  these  days  of  inflation,  when  we  seek 
to  acquire  the  most  necessary  tools  of  our  occupation,  namely  cata- 
logues. For  the  benefit  of  those  not  familiar  with  it,  the  discount 
house,  Marboro's  Books,  Inc.,  205  Moonachie  Rd.,  Moonachie,  N.  J. 
07074,  usually  has  some  important  numismatic  works  for  sale.  Their 
Labor  Day  Catalogue  has  "The  Beauty  and  Lore  of  Coins  etc."  by  the 
Clain-Stefanellis  at  around  half  price.  It  is  a beautiful  and  use- 
ful work.  Earlier  this  year  there  was  C.  H.  V.  Sutherlands  "Roman 
Coins".  I recommend  getting  on  their  mailing  list,  as  there  are 
books  of  every  kind. 

Submitted  by  I.  C.  G.  Campbell 
*** 

Dr.  Mitchiner's  Multi-Volume  Work  on  the  Indo-Greek  and  Indo-Scythian 
Coinage : 

The  above  works  are  well  on  schedule  with  the  sixth,  seventh  and 
eighth  volumes  now  being  printed  in  England,  due  to  be  published  be- 
fore the  end  of  1976. 

Recent  volumes  arriving  in  the  U.S.  are: 

No.  4 CONTEMPORARIES  OF  THE  INDO -GREEKS:  This  volume  covers  the 

Kings  of  Sogdiana,  Scythians  of  Merv,  Choresmia  and  Balkh,  Yueh  Chi 
and  early  Kushans,  Indian  States  of  Taxila-Gandhara  and  the  Punjab, 
Audumbara  Kuninda  etc.,  which  comprises  pages  283-390  of  the  work. 

No.  5 ESTABLISHMENT  OF  THE  SCYTHIANS  IN  AFGHANISTAN  AND  PAKISTAN. 

This  volume  covers  the  dynasties  of  the  Otannes  and  Vonones,  the 
conquests  of  Maues  circa.  130-40  B.C.,  pages  391-480. 

Both  volumes  include  the  excellent  half-tone  plates  illustrating 
hundreds  of  coins  shown  in  admirable  detail,  with  information  on 
the  Indo-Greek  mints,  coin  denominations  and  forgeries. 

There  is  a price  for  the  individual  volumes,  and  another  for  the 
complete  set  on  subscription,  however  due  to  the  fluctuation  of 
the  pound  sterling,  collectors,  librarians  are  advised  to  write  to 
the  distributor  for  the  exact  prices  of  this  great  work  of  numis- 
matic scholarship. 

A Hawkins  Publications  work,  distributed  by  B.A.Seaby  Ltd.,  Audley 
House,  11  Margaret  St.,  London  WIN  8AT. 

Submitted  by  Numismata  Orientalia 
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CARD  FILE  PROJECT  COMMENTARY 


by  Granvyl  G.  Hulse,  Jr.,  NI  Librarian 

I would  like  to  apologize  to  the  NI  members  for  the  long  delay  in  re- 
porting on  the  Coin  Card  File  Project  last  mentioned  in  the  June  1975 
issue  of  the  NI  Bulletin.  Since  that  time  we  have  been  examining  the 
mechanics  of  operating  the  program  and  this  has  occasioned  the  delay. 
We  now  have  reached  a position  where  we  can  report  and  the  sum  and 
substance  of  the  whole  idea  is  that  it  is  too  large  for  us  to  under- 
take . 

Members  will  recall  that  in  June  of  1974  we  contemplated  setting  up 
a card  file  on  coins  received  in  our  NI  Reference  Collection.  This 
was  subsequently  expanded  to  include  the  whole  range  of  coinage  and 
was  to  contain  historical  information,  photographs,  metallic  content, 
mintages,  counterfeits,  varieties,  etc.  After  several  articles  the 
card  format  was  agreed  upon  in  June  1975  and  we  commenced  to  search 
for  a project  manager  as  well  as  collectors  who  would  be  responsible 
for  performing  the  indexing.  At  the  same  time  we  looked  into  other 
facets  of  the  project  such  as  the  printing  costs,  card  storage,  and 
equally  important,  possible  use  if  and  when  completed.  It  was  the 
latter  of  the  two  items  that  has  brought  this  project  to  a halt.  NI 
is  not  particularly  wealthy  and  as  such  a program  of  this  nature 
would  almost  have  to  be  funded  by  the  researchers  themselves.  The 
storage  of  the  completed  cards  would  require  extensive  facilities. 
Finally,  we  had  to  consider  just  how  much  the  files  would  be  used 
and  reluctantly  concluded  that  the  ends  would  not  justify  the  work 
involved  if  limited  only  to  NI  members. 

In  discussing  the  use,  NI  member  Bill  Mullan  presented  some  very 
pertinent  suggestions  for  re-orientating  our  thinking  toward  support- 
ing the  Krao.se/Mishler  Standard  Catalog  of  World  Coins.  It  is  his 
contention  that  if  we  put  oor  efforts  into  insuring  that  each  sub- 
sequent issue  of  the  above  publication  becomes  progressively  more 
detailed,  we  would  be  benefiting  the  collecting  fraternity  far  more 
than  if  we  concentrated  on  the  card  file. 

A project  of  the  above  nature  is  not  new  to  NI,  as  in  1968,  in  con- 
junction with  the  Globe  Coin  Traders  Association,  we  completed  an 
extensive  review  of  Yeoman's  7th  edition  Catalogue  of  Modern  World 
Coins  with  the  same  supportive  intent  in  mind. 

Since  the  proposal  to  terminate  the  card  file  project  and  the  pro- 
prosal  to  re-direct  our  efforts  toward  supporting  the  Krause/Mi shier 
publication  warrant  comment  by  the  whole  NI  membership,  we  need  your 
thoughts  and  comments  before  proceeding  any  further.  Please  direct 
your  letters  to  the  NI  Librarian. 

One  final  commentary  for  clarification.  Please  do  not  confuse  the 
above  two  projects  with  the  NI  Reference  Collection.  This  is  a 
separate  program  that  is  well  underway  and  fully  warrants  your  con- 
tinued support. 
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CONTENTS  OF  THE  NI  REFERENCE  COLLECTION  (Continued  from  last  month): 

Only  coins  grading  Fine  or  better  are  being  listed  in  this  continuing 
inventory  of  the  NI  Reference  Collection.  Members  are  invited  to 
donate  any  issues  not  listed.  Members  desiring  to  borrow  coins  for 
research  purposes,  or  non-competitive  displays,  can  do  so  by  paying 
postage  and  insurance  both  ways. 

(Note:  The  best  specimen  of  each  issue  received  is  retained  for 

the  collection,  while  duplicates  will  be  sold  or  put  to  other  uses 
to  offset  the  expenses  of  maintaining  the  collection  in  bank  boxes.) 

INDIA -BRITISH : Regal  Issues  - Y7  - 1862?;  Y16  - 1837C,  1901C; 

Y17  - 1894-;  Yl8  - 1877c,  1891c ; Y21  - 1889c;  Y23  - 1882B;  Y27  - 
1907C;  Y30  - 191QB;  Y31  - 1903C;  Y35  - 19l8C;  Y36  - 1912,  1936; 
Y37  - 1926B,  1930C ; Y38  - 1919B,  193OC ; Y39  - 1929C;  Y40  - 

1919C;  Y43  - 1919C;  Y45  - 1918c;  Y47  - 1939B;  Y49a  - 1939B; 

Y50a  - 1940B;  Y51a  - 1943P,  I945C;  Y52  - 1942C,  1943B;  Y52a  - 
1947c;  Y53  - 1939B;  Y53a  - 1942B,  1943C,  1944c,  1945c ; Y53b  - 
1940B;  Y54a  - 1942B,  1943B;  Y54b  - 1947C;  Y55  - 1939C;  Y55b  - 
1944b ; Y56  - 1939C;  Y56b  - 1944L;  Y57a  - 1945B;  Y58  - 1947B; 

Y59  - 1946B ; Y60  - 1947B. 

INDIA-REPUBLIC : Y6l  - 1950C;  Y6la  - I95IB,  1952B,  1953B,  1954B; 

Y62  - 1950B;  Y63  - 1950B;  Y64  - 195 4B;  Y65  - 195 IB;  Y 66  - 

1950B;  Y67  - 1950B;  Y68  - 195 9Hd;  Y68a  - 1963H;  Y69  - 1957B, 

1963B;  Y70  - 1959B,  1962B;  Y71  - 1958B;  Y72  - 1962B;  Y73  - 

1961C,  1962C;  Y74  - 1962C;  Y75  - 1964B;  Y76  - 1964c ; Y77  - 

1967C -Ob v.  1;  Y78  - 1965C;  Y78a  - I968B;  Y79  - 1966C;  Y81.3  - 
1969C;  Y82  - ND(B);  Y82a  - ND(B);  Y83  - ND(B);  Y84  - I966B, 

1968b;  Y85  - 1966c,  1968b ; Y86  - 1970B;  Y87  - ND(c);  Y88  - 

Y88  - ND(B);  Y89  - ND(B). 

INDONESIA: 

East  Indies  - Dutch:  CA-2  - 1786;  CC-2  - 1737,  1746;  CF-2  - 1745, 

1746,  1784,  1794;  CG-2  - 1735,  1737,  1745,  1780;  CH2a  - 1737, 

1747,  1756,  1764,  1786,  1790 ; Y1  - 1859;  Y2  - 1857,  1896; 

Y5  - 1882,  1898;  Yl4  - 1920,  1930,  1942s,  1945S;  Y15  - 1941P, 

1942S;  Y17  - 1913;  Yl8  - 1945P;  Y20  - 1945P;  Y21  - 1938, 

1942P,  1945D. 

Indonesia  - Independent:  Y2  - 1954;  Y3  - 1954;  Y3a  - 1957;  Y4  - 

1952;  Y5  - 1952;  Y5a  - 1955;  Y6  - 1957;  Y7  - 1958;  Y13  - 1970; 
Yl8  - 1971. 

IRAN:  Y23  - 1326;  Y24  - 1318;  Y71  - 1333;  Y92  - 1314;  Y104  - 1315; 

Y128  - 1321;  YAl40a  - 1340,  1349,  1351;  YB140  - 1339,  1348, 

1350,  1351;  YCl4o  - 1337;  Yl4o  - 1332. 

IRAQ:  Y1  - 1933;  Y3  - 1933;  Y8  - 1938;  Y9a  - 1938;  Y9b  - 1938; 

YlOb  - 1938;  yii  - 1938;  Y12  - 19381 ; Y13  - 1943 I;  Y15  - 1953; 

Yi8  - 1953;  Y26  - 1959;  Y27  - 1959;  Y28  - 1959;  y47  - 1975; 

Y48  - 1975. 

IRELAND:  Y2  - 1928;  Y3  - 1935,  1937;  Y4  - 1928;  Y5  - 1928;  Y7  - 

1928;  Y9  - 1959,  1966;  Y10  - 1953,  1964,  1966;  Yll  - 1941, 

1942,  1949,  1952,  1967,  1968;  Y12a  - 1942,  1961;  Y13a  - 196I, 
1963,  1964;  Yl4a  - 1951,  1959;  Y15  - 1942;  Y15a  - 1951,  1962; 
Yl6a  - 1962;  Yl8  - 1971;  Y19  - 1971- 

ISLE  OF  MAN:  Y2  - 1971;  Y3  - 1971;  Y4  - 1971. 

(To  be  continued) 
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MEMBER  NOTICE  PAGE 

W.  B.  "Bud"  Butterworth,  • 2115  West  Long  17th,  No.  Little  Rock,  Ark. 
72114:  Does  anyone  know  how  to  contact  Dan  Ramsey  who  was  editor 

and  publisher  of  "Ancient  Coins  Magazine",  which  ceased  publication 
in  late  1968?  Please  contact  me  if  you  have  his  present  address. 

Carol  Cross,  Box  2567;  Eugene,  Ore.  97402:  I am  making  a study  of 

early  Moroccan  coinage  - dirhems  and  fractional  dirhems  - 1,  2 & 3 
falus  coins.  I am  interested  in  buying  1 or  many  of  these  coins. 
Hopefully,  someday  this  study  will  be  published  in  the  NI  Bulletin. 

Am  also  interested  in  other  Islamic  dirhems  for  a second  study. 

However,  I am  concentrating  on  Moroccan  study  for  at  least  a year. 

I need  as  many  different  coins  as  I can  obtain. 

Editor:  This  page  is  free  for  use  by  all  NI  members.  The  only  re- 

strictions are  that  no  "for  sale"  type  notices  are  permitted  and 
in  cases  when  the  page  is  oversubscribed,  the  research  type  notices 
will  be  given  priority  over  "wanted"  and  "trade"  type  notices. 


NUMISMATIC  N0TE5  (Continued  from  page  421 ): 

One  line  states  - "the  English  series  1914  to  date  will  prove  to  be 
one  of  the  scarcest  collector  series  in  the  world."  (Scotland  has 
its  own  notes  and  banks.) 

Paper  money  bought  in  Britian  is  one  of  the  best  bargains  to  be  found 
in  numismatics  today  because  of  i)  the  very  low  value  of  the  £ and 
ii)  unlike  metal  currency,  paper  weighs  little  and  is  not  costly  to 
have  sent  by  air  mail.  The  same  article  includes  comments  on  the 
£l  Dardanelles  overprint,  and  the  Turkish  (occupation)  series. 

Those  interested  in  English  (only)  paper  money,  would  need  English 
Paper  Money,  by  Vincent  Dnggleby.  This  was  published  early  in  1976, 
is  a standard  worK,  and  is  the  result  of  many  years  of  painstaking 
research. 

The  June  issue  of  Spink's  Numismatic  Circular  has  a valuable  article 
by  K.  M.  Mackenzie  on  the  "Ak^es  of  Mehmed  II",  Fatih's  second  reign. 
Clip  and  put  in  your  Nuri  Pere  for  reference. 

Dr.  N.  M.  Lowick  of  the  British  Museum  illustrates  and  comments  on 
a forged  tram  of  Hetun/Kaikusru.  As  copies  of  these  have  turned  up 
recently  in  the  U.S.  (it  is  a comparatively  rare  coin)  this  is  a 
valuable  article. 

For  collectors  of  Byzantine  materials,  W.  Hahn  of  Vienna  has  a note 
on  a die  identity  of  Heraclius.  I hope  to  review  the  first  two  vol- 
umes of  Hahn's  great  Byzantine  work  shortly.  The  other  volumes  (in 
German)  are  still  to  be  published. 

With  the  currently  increasing  interest  in  the  vast  coinage  of  India, 
the  August  issue  of  Seaby ' s Coin  and  Medal  Bulletin  has  a brief  but 
interesting  article  on  two  overstruck  copper  tetradrachms  which  link 
together  Hermaeus,  Gondophares,  and  Kujula  Kadphises. 
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